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FROM THE EDITOR

This issue of CONNECTIONS contains two articles and hundreds of abstracts. While we are pleased to serve
our readers by searching out and preparing all those abstracts, we really enjoy working with authors on manuscripts
that survive the peer review process, that then benefit from reviewers comments and editorial suggestions, and
finally emerge as published articles of high quality that prove the value of CONNECTIONS. We would be happy to
see more manuscripts submitted. In the last issue, Vol 14(1,2), we published more than a hundred abstracts of
unpublished papeers from the International Sunbelt Social Network Conference and other conferences, but we did
not receive anything like that number of manuscripts for possible publication.

Send us your manuscripts! And continue to send us the abstracts of any of your products, books, chapters,
journal articles, technical reports, papers, whatever is relevant to networks.

In searching the literature for network articles to abstract for CONNECTIONS, we ran across the fact that
one of our esteemed members, Everett Rogers, has been honored in a way that means most to scholars: The July
15th issue of CURRENT CONTENTS notes that the 1971 edition of Communication of Innovations: A Cross-
Cultural Approach, by Everett Rogers and F.F.Shoemaker, has been cited in more than 960 publications, while its
first and third editions were cited in more than 815 and 370 publications, respectively. Congratulations, Ev!

We got word from Professor Emeritus Bengt Rundblad that he had retired in 1989. Now, after a distinguished
record of service which included serving on Barry Wellman’s Advisory Committee for CONNECTIONS, is giving
up his membership in INSNA. We wish him well in his retirement.

Another item we did not see in Barry Wellman’s “Ties and Bonds” column, on which we generally rely to
keep up on such things, is the growth of network studies at Louisiana State University. Not that LSU has been a
stranger to the study of social relationships and “Gemeinschaft”. The Department of Sociology was the academic
home for four decades to Rudolph Heberle after his flight from Germany. Heberle passed away in April of this
year and is survived by his wife Francezca, the daughter of Ferdinand Toennies. This fall Scott Feld and Jill Suitor
joined the Sociology Department which already included Jeanne Hurlbert, Michael Irwin and Wesley Shrum. Al-
though they don’t yet claim a “Social Network Group” at LSU, there is some good potential membership for
INSNA!

Last year, we had proposed to publish in 1991 three issues, in January, May, and September. We tried, but
had to publish a joint issue, Vol 14, Nos. 1 and 2, in May, and now this one in November. Our plan for 1992 is three
issues, in February, June, and October. This issue being the last for 1991, we must urge you to pay your subscription
(INSNA membership) fee for 1992. There is the usual membership form as the last page of this issue, which you
may copy and use for yourself and for others whom you recruit as INSNA members. We are not raising the INSNA
dues for 1992, but unfortunately, just as we were finishing this editorial and putting CONNECTIONS to bed, so to
speak, we learned from Elsevier Science Publishers in the Netherlands that they have once again raised the price of
SOCIAL NETWORKS to us. So for 1992, our fee structure for INSNA is: Membership, CONNECTIONS only,
$30.00; Membership, including CONNECTIONS and SOCIAL NETWORKS, $82.00.

One last reminder from us re the International Sunbelt Social Network Conference, February 13-17, 1992, in
San Diego. Registration is through Phil Bonacich, Dept of Sociology, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA 90024. That ad-
dress, and his E-MAIL address was in the directory we published in the last issue: BONACICH at SOCISSR.SSC.

Finally, speaking of the directory, we are publishing, toward the back of this issue, an addendum, including
persons who were inadvertently missed before or who have joined or rejoined us since.

Alvin W. Wolfe
Editor, CONNECTIONS, and
Coordinator, INSNA
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TIES & BONDS

Barry Wellman, University of Toronto

FOR A MORE INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL NETWORK

The wonderful attendance at the recent European network conference — 120+ papers & 300+ participants
— suggests that network analysis is exploding beyond its current North American base. What will become of the
relationship between European networkers & INSNA. While many Europeans belong to INSNA, most do not.
This is due to their cost, as many papers at the European conference betrayed an ignorance of North American
research. Yet the Sunbelt is almost totally a North American affair. While we’re not in as much trouble as the
social psychologists who generalize to the world from American university students, Sunbelt folks also face the
danger of provincialism — in particular, of assuming the macro American context as a given rather than as impor-
tant set of variables.

(In general, we need to reach out more to remain on the leading edge. Where, for example, are the world-
systems and personal relationships people at the Sunbelt and in Social Networks?)

The time has come for a truly international conference. The Europeans showed enthusiasm for a spring or
summer one in North America — possibly in 1992 or 1994. New York, Toronto, Los Angeles, & lots more places
would be attractive locales. (Or, I know a lovely Greek island.) I think the ball is in the INSNA’s court, & especial-
ly it is up to North Americans to do this. This whole question of international outreach should be on the Sunbelt
1992 agenda.

NETWORKS & MEMBERS

Disappearing Members — Taking Community Lost Seriously: A rumor of disappearing male genitals has
gripped Lagos, Nigeria leading to mob attacks on suspected organ robbers. The rumor states that some un-
scrupulous people use bodily contacts such as handshakes to make genitals disappear. The stolen organs allegedly
are resold for thousands of dollars. Dozens of suspects have been beaten or arrested, and many residents now go
about the streets checking their genitals immediately after a handshake or bodily contact with a stranger. Another
method reportedly used by “evildoers” is to ask victims for the time of day or for directions. Mob violence occurs
most where crowded conditions prevail such as bus stops or markets. [Toronto Globe & Mail, Nov 90].

This story was widely reported in North America to widespread snickers. But consider how “Neighbourhood
Watch” (as it’s called in Toronto) teaches essentially the same demonizing of strangers to North Americans.

Community Liberated Members: “This is how people really live in cities: Not in a self-contained community,
but connected by tendrils to a series of different worlds.” [Toronto Globe & Mail theatre critic Ray Conlogue’s
review of Judith Thompson’s “Lion in the Streets,” 8 Nov 90; contributed by Peter Carrington]

Transitive Members: Wedekind’s daughter Kadidja (still alive & as far as [ know well in Munich) told me her
father changed his mind, somewhat, about his heroine before writing the revised version of “Pandora’s Box”.
Through an affair with Strindberg’s ex-wife he had acquired some of the Swedish master’s misogyny." [Eric
Bentley, NY Review of Books, 30 May 91].

Connecting Members thru Bad Puns: “Czechmate” is a dating service for Western European men looking for
“stunning professional cultured ladies — doctors, lawyers,” from Czechoslovakia. [International Herald Tribune,
15 June 91].

Swearing Members: Psychologist Richard Gevirtz says swearing is a good way for a pro athlete to forge
bonds without risking intimacy. The accompanying physical contact — the hugging & butt slapping — in sport is “1
of the only ways men are allowed to feel genuine feeling for each other in society.” Verbal crudity, especially
swearing, is a way of assuring that none of it gets taken too personally, that the men don’t get too socially close.
[Toronto Globe & Mail 11 Sept 91].
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Member’s Birthday: I had my 49th birthday today. To mark it I receive e-mail from Bill Richards. I'm going to
visit him soon to collaborate & lecture to his students. He wrote, “My students are all excited. They've never met
anyone they've read before who is still alive!” I have taken comfort in the proverb I heard at the BMW Car Club of
America’s convention (almost as much fun as the Sunbelt): “You’re only young once. But you can be immature
forever.” To which, the speaker quickly added, “I'm not as good as I once was. But I'm still as good once.”

Enhancing Members’ Connectivity: Hallmark Cards reports explosive growth in “no-occasion” cards which
now account for more than 10% of the 7.3 billion greeting cards sent in the US annually. They fill the gap when you
want to communicate with someone, don’t have a birthday or Christmas to buy a greeting card, & presumably, you
don’t know how to write a letter. There are 520 non-occasion cards for adults. “Some seek to deepen friendships
(“You're more than a friend, you're just like family’ [for details, see Wellman & Wortley, AJS, 11/90]. Others simply
keep in touch (‘Do you realise we've been friends for more than half our lives’). Others express difficult thoughts
(“This is hard to say but I think you're a much better person when you're not drinking.’)” One is for lovers worried
about AIDS: “It isn’t easy for me to bring this up, but I think we need to talk about our past relationships. It used
to be that the past wasn’t very important. But in today’s world it really matters...So let’s talk before we go any
further.” [Infectuous members?; The Economist 10 Aug 91, p. 63].

MOBILITY STUDIES

Elites’ Members: One-third of men who attend business conventions seek out paid sex at some point accord-
| ing to Ted Mcllvenna who runs the Inst for Advanced Study of Human Sexuality (San Francisco, of course).
| Prostitutes prefer men higher up the corporate ladder. 1 reported, “I always like presidents better than vice-presi-
-‘ dents. They're more fun. The vice-president is always trying to either hang on to the vice-presidency or move up.
Presidents are more generous, more laid-back.” (sic) [Toronto Globe & Mail, 7 Sept 90]
How Presidents Have More Fun: “Michael [Ovitz] has developed a spiderweb of connections. He realizes
that his assets are relationships. He is always meshing — his agents, his clients, the studios, the networks, the small
production companies. He has a capacity to relate to whole bunches of people in that web — & he always realizes
that a twang over here has repercussions over there.” [Alfred Checchi, co-chair of Northwest Airlines, about the
head of CAA agents (& broker of the Matsushita/MCA merger; Connie Bruck, “Leap of Faith,” New Yorker, 9
Sept 91]
This Man Needs to Read Cook & Emerson: [US presidential advisor John] “Sunuunu had made the classic
Washington mistake. In assuming he didn’t need anyone (except the President), in treating 1 and all arrogantly, he
| in effect guaranteed that no 1 would be there for him when he got in trouble. He had virtually no line of credit to
draw upon. A close friend of Bush’s recently said, ”If you're arrogant enough to think you don’t need friends in this

| town, you don’t survive very long. There are too many dependencies in this town. Bush is dependent on members of
Congress & he’s dependent on people who head the departments. If Sunuunu is offending people, that’s serious in
terms of the issues of governance." [Elizabeth Drew, “Letter from Washington,” New Yorker, 27 May 91, pp.
87-88].

There’s Light at the End of the Pyramid: “As an independent Nu Skin distributor, you retail 1 of the finest
lines of skin care, hair care & personal care products. Nu Skin’s method of distributing products through inde-
pendent business people like yourself is called ‘network marketing’. Others refer to this as multi-level marketing.
You order products from 1 of our distribution centers & sell them to your customers. You will probably also recruit
others to help you, thus receiving a commission on the products they sell. There is a world of difference between
honest Networking Marketing, like the program used by Nu Skin, & illegal marketing schemes. Nu Skin is growing
rapidly, but we are still a small part of this high-growth industry. Because Nu Skin products are used by consumers
& then reordered, we’ll never reach a ‘saturation point.’ [Ad in USA Today, 8 Aug 91]. Sounds like a natural for
UCINET, STRUCTURE & NEGOPY.

MARCH OF SCIENCE

Annals of the Birth of Network Analysis: “If we think roughly about American society, it seems like a
minestrone soup continuously cooked & added to. This makes analysis very hard.” [From student lecture notes of
Harrison White’s “Introduction to Social Relations” course, March 16, 1966; contributed by a former student].

More Tales of Harvard: Fred Mosteller remembers undergraduate ecstasy. “What about 6 dice and the
likelihood of getting 18?7 We went to [the profs] office & he showed me a generating function. It was the most
marvellous thing I had ever seen in mathematics. It was a total retranslation of the meaning of numbers. I really
thanked him. [Numbers were more than| just homework problems for innocent students.” In Donald Albers, More
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Mathematical People, Harcourt Brace 1990, as quoted by Hugh Kenner, Byte, 3/91].

More Tales of Statisticians: A major debate developed among US statisticians about how to adjust the US
census count for persons not counted. At stake are changes in $59 billion in annual population-dependent funding.
Commerce Dept lawyer called William Kruskal (Chicago) to ask “with incredulity how another leading member of
the panel, John Tukey (Princeton) could have recommended adjustment.” Kruskal & Kenneth Wachter (Cal-
Berkeley) opposed adjusting the data for states and smaller units because it would be “less accurate for a number
of states & surely less accurate for a substantial fraction, possibly a majority of local areas.” Tukey favored it,
writing that the adjusted counts “according to a variety of criteria, each of which follow accepted statistical prac-
tice, are more accurate, both as to numbers & as to shares, than the raw original enumeration.” [NY Times 15 July
91].

Deep Structure: “About 10 years ago, a major paradigm shift occurred in linguistics. [Chomsky] & other
workers proposed that the innate language facility be viewed as a collection of switches imbedded in a network. All
humans are born with essentially the same network, but the switches flip over into different positions — cor-
responding to different rules of grammar — depending on whether a child learns Swahili or Chinese or English.
The job of linguists, Chomsky says, should be to see beyond these superficial rules, or settings, to the underlying
network, in which is embodied the deep structure of language.” [From Scientific American’s 5/90 biographical
sketch.]

COMPUTER NETWORKS & SOCIAL NETWORKS

The Am Assoc for the Advancement of Science is trying to launch an electronic medical journal, “The
Online Journal of Current Clinical Trials”. Ed. Edward Huth; cost $110. Authors can submit ms. by modem & ms.
will be sent to referees by e-mail. Readers can request printed versions by fax or snail mail. Proponents say it’s a
rapidly moving area where doctors want to know results quickly. Other electronic journals have failed. [NY Times,
25 Sept 91].

“Electronic Networking: Research, Applications and Policies” is a new journal published by Meckler cover-
ing the use of telecom networks to provide information services & products. I'll publish research findings related
to electronic networks, that assess policy issues related to networking, & that describe current/potential applica-
tions of electronic networks. It’ll appear initially in paper form & hopes to be become electronic in the future. Ed:
Charles McClure, Schl of Info Studies, Room 4-206, Center for Science & Technology, Syracuse U, Syracuse NY,
USA 13244-4100. Tel: 315-442-2911; fax: 315-443-5806; e-mail: cmmclure@suvm.acs.syr.edu .

The Ultimate Network? “Now you can use your personal computer & modem to be a part of a faith com-
munity that breaks the geography barrier. Join people of faith across Canada in discussions about beliefs, church
software, Sunday school, bulk buying.” [Toronto Star, 28 Sept 91].

Perfect for Gossip Columnists & Network Researchers: Hyper-Rez sets up hypertext links between text files
in IBM-type personal computers. Just the thing for storing write-ups of network members plus info. about their
links. Neil Larson, MaxThink, 44 Rincon, Kensington CA 94707. (415-428-0104).

Not All Connectivity is Useful: From the editor of New Scientist magazine - - “Will contributors please stop
sending articles which use the word “disconnect’. Given the technological nature of much of the magazine’s
material, the d-word crops up a rather lot. Every time it does, the New Scientist computer promptly obeys & shuts
down. Suggested synonyms: suspend, break off, snap the thread, interrupt." [London Times, 29 June 91. BW:
Perhaps they should stop using punched cards?]

Joseph Walther (U Oklahoma) has received a $50K grant from Omniquest Software as part of his research in
interpersonal & group factors in computer- mediated communication & group decision support systems & a
smaller grant to develop a measure of participant satisfaction in electronic meeting systems.

THE CONFUCIAN SCHOOL OF NETWORK ANALYSIS

“Although the social network approach was obviously formulated by Western scholars, some Chinese social
scientists also noticed the impact of interpersonal relationships on individual behaviour and attitudes in China.
Liang Shuming pointed out that social theory by the Confucian school, the most powerful and widespread ideology
in both ancient and contemporary China, emphasized the importance of interpersonal relationships in human life,
rather than the individual or the collective.

“Chinese ethics merely attend to dyadic relationships. It did not fix on any end of this tie. The ethical stand-
ard is the relationship standard in China according to Liang. Confucianist social theory aims at establishing a
harmonious social order. Ethics is the fundamental frame of this social order.
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