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January May September
Linguistic Society of Sunbelt International Social ICES98: Second
America. 8-11 January. Grand Networks Conference. May International Conference on

Hyatt, New York, NY
http://www.lsadc.org/

March

Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM). March 1-
5, San Jose, California.
http://www.acm.org

April

Pacific Sociological Assoc.
April 16-19. San Francisco,

California. Cathedral Hill Hotel
hltp:h’www.csus.edufpsa.l’psaz.hlml

INFORMS/CORS. Montreal,
April 26-29.
http://www.informs.org/

Society for Applied Anthro-
pology. April 22-26. San Juan,
Puerto Rico.
becky_joseph@nps.gov

1999

February

Sunbelt International Social
Networks Conference. Feb 17-

21. Charleston, South Carolina.
www.heinz.cmu edu/project/INSNA/

August

American Sociological Assoc.
August 6-10: Chicago, Illinois
http://www.asanet.org/

’

28-31. Barcelona, Spain.
www.heinz.cmu.edu/project/INSNA/

July

World Congress of Sociology.
July 26 - Aug. 1, Montreal.

August

American Sociological Assoc.
Aug 21-25. San Francisco,
USA http://www .asanet.org/

Academy of Management.
August 9-12. San Diego,
California. Marriott Hotel
http://www.aom.pace.edu

24th International Congress
of Applied Psychology.
August 9-14. San Francisco,

European Sociological Assoc.

Aug 27-30. Colchester, UK.
ESA97 @essex.ac.uk

Academy of Management.
August 8-11. Chicago, Illinois.

Hyatt Regency Chicago.
http://www.aom.pace.edu

(=]

Evolvable Systems: Biology
to Hardware. Sept 24-26.
Lausanne, Switzerland
http:/slwww.epfl.ch/ices98/

American Political Science
Assoc. September 3-6. Boston,
MA

http://www.apsanet.org/

October

INFORMS. October 25 - 28.

Seattle, WA
http://www.informs.org/Conf/Conf htm
|

December

American Anthropological
Assoc. Dec. 2-6. Philadelphia,
PA.
http://www.ameranthassn.org/

September

American Political Science
Assoc. Sept. 2-5. Atlanta, GA
http://www.apsanet.org/

November

American Anthropological
Assoc. Nov 17-21. Wash,, DC.
http://www.ameranthassn.org
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| NETWORK NEWS!

New Journal:

STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

INSNA has agreed to handle subscriptions for
a new journal focusing on social networks.
The journal is called Structural Analysis, and
is edited by Al Wolfe, along with Associate
Editors Steve Berkowitz and Al Klovdahl.

[NSNA members can subscribe (starting
now!) for a special discount price of $62.50
per year (non-members will pay more than
$100).

The following description of the journal was
written by Steve Berkowitz. The views ex-
pressed are his own, and do not necessarily
coincide with those of INSNA or its member-
ship.

Structural Analysis

Structural Analysis is a relatively new paradigm in
the social sciences. While its roots lie in socio-
metry in the 1950s, it begins to develop seriously
as a coherent theoretical and methodological
approach in its own right in the mid 1960s. Its pri-
mary theoretical focus is on “social structure” as a
mechanism for regulating and orchestrating other
aspects of social life (Berkowitz, 1982).

In the late 1970s, structural analysts founded the
International Network for Social Network Analysis
(INSNA). INSNA now has between 350 and 400
dues-paying members and a like number of fellow
travelers. Together, members of INSNA supervise
over 200 graduate students. They hold an annual
meeting which is normally attended by approxi-
mately 250 people. From its inception, INSNA has
been associated with two publications: a methodo-
logically oriented journal, Social Networks, which
has been published by Elsevier since 1978/79, and
a newsletter/house journal, Connections (1978-),
which occasionally incorporates articles on theore-
tical and methodological work in progress. Social

Networks is held by most academic libraries'. A
number of libraries also hold Connections.

At the point when structural analysis emerged as a
paradigm in the late 1970s, the majority of the
work in the area centered on data organization and
analysis (Berkowitz, 1982; Burt and Minor, 1983).
In fact, structural analysts often sought out small
datasets whose properties were well-known for use
as “experimental animals”. As a result, a major
criticism of some of this work was that it applied
powerful methods for solving trivial or un-
interesting problems. Since then, the field has
constantly expanded and these methods have been
applied to a wide variety of substantive problems
ranging from the structure of work groups, to
authority in monasteries, to corporate structure, (o
the dispersion of sexually transmitted disease,
primate behavior, and a variety of other active
research areas, as well (Wellman and Berkowitz,
1988; 2™ Edition, Preface, in press). Most recently
Douglas Heckathorn and the late James Coleman
have begun building bridges between structural
analysis and game theory and, hence, to the types
of problems to which game theory has been
applied.

In the last several years, this expansion of the field
has led to a virtual explosion of substantive work.
Connections, which publishes quarterly, abstracts
about 100 articles and books per issue. The articles
are published in a variety of top-flight specialized
and general journals, such as the Journal of Health
and Social Behavior, Community Mental Health
Journal, Journal of Social and Personal Relation-
ships, American Journal of Sociology, Social
Forces, British Journal of Sociology, Canadian
Review of Sociology and Anthropology, and the
Revue Francaise de Sociologie. In one sense, this
is healthy: it means that, as a paradigm, structural
analysis has joined the mainstream. In another

IFor instance, the University of Natal in
Durban, South Africa.




sense. however, it is not so healthy: it leads t0 a
dispersion of materials that makes it very difficult
for structural analysts to keep track of develop-
ments in such a way that these become cumulative
and convergent. As opposed to its methodology,
which first appears in Social Networks and then
diffuses to the general or non-specialized journals,
theory and new applications in structural analysis
first appear in general journals and in books; only
gradually getting synthesized and reported.

We think that this state of affairs is not desirable,
that it has slowed the development of the paradigm
and that it has acted to fragment the “invisible
college”. We propose to remedy it by creating a
journal which (a) will encourage the creation of a
body of theory reflecting increased insights into the
nature of social structure, and (b) will provide a
home for the very best applied or substantive work
being done from a structuralist perspective. To-
gether, this should provide a welcome complement
to the methodological focus of Social Networks
and. at the same time, tie substantive research more
closely to the theories which can be used to
interpret and extend it. We propose to begin this
process this summer by assembling an editorial
board?, creating a list of reviewers, creating a for-
mat and style rules, putting together the first two
issues, and, together with a publisher, advertising
the journal to both members of INSNA and people
in related areas. Our plan is for Berkowitz to set
this process in motion, but for Wolfe to edit the
journal for its first two years. Klovdahl and
Berkowitz will act as associate editors during this
time. At the end of two years, the editorship will
rotate to either Klovdahl or Berkowitz for another
two vears. The second associate editor will then act
as editor for two years and the editorship will then
either rotate back to Wolfe or to some new
associate editor added during this initial time
period. Associate editors will review manuscripts
and assign them to reviewers.

Thus. while, like Social Networks, this journal will
be sponsored by INSNA, and should be marketed
together with INSNA membership, it should also
(a) appeal to a broader audience interested in
formal theory construction and (b) should lead to a
greater consolidation of substantive results and
empirical observations. It should be more easily

*We have already done this to some extent.
Edward Laumann and Douglas Heckathorn, for
instance, have agreed to become part of it.

and more widely read than Social Networks since
it will assume only a journeyperson’s knowledge of
methods and mathematics.

~ Steve Berkowiiz

To subscribe to Structural Analysis, contact
Candace Jones at the following address:

Dept. of Organization Studies
Carroll School of Management
Boston College

Chestnut Hill, MA 02167

E-mail: jonescq@bc.edu
Tel: (617) 552-0457
Fax: (617) 552-4230

Well. that’s all the news for now. See you in
Barcelona!

Steve Borgatti
INSNA Coordinator
borgatts @bc.edu
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SUNBELT XVIII and 5th EUROPEAN

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON SOCIAL NETWORKS

The International Conference on Social Networks which is the joint Sth European and 18th
Sunbelt Conference will be held at the Gran Sitges Hotel in Sitges (near Barcelona), Spain, from
Thursday, May 28 through Sunday, May 31, 1998. On Wednesday, May 27, the registration will
start, and there will be various workshops and social events. Information about the conference
can be found at the web site http:/www.ub.es/sociol/n “htm and also at the INSNA web site.
http:h’www.heinz.cmu.edufproicctﬂNSNA.

The conference provides an interdisciplinary forum for social scientists, mathematicians,
computer scientists, ethologists, and all others interested in social networks. Conference sessions

allow individuals interested in theory, methods, or applications of social networks to share ideas
and common concerns.

SPONSORSHIP

The sponsors of this conference are INSNA. the Universitat de Barcelona, and the Universitat
Autonoma de Barcelona.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE

The program committee consists of:

®  Frans Stokman (University of Groningen), chairman
s Steve Borgatti (INSNA)

s Thomas Schweizer (University of Cologne)

® Tom A.B. Snijders (University of Groningen)

= Evelien Zeggelink (University of Groningen)
LOCAL ORGANIZATION

The local organising committee consists of:

@ Jose Luis Molina (Autonomous University of Barcelona)
= Josep Rodriguez (University of Barcelona)




6 1998 Social Networks Conference in Barcelona

CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Sessions are planned on a number of topics. The following are the session themes, as of the date
of this printing. Additional sessions will be created based on paper contributions.

"Family seen as NEtWOTK" ..........covervarrnnnrrnerens Walter Bien, bien@dji.de
"Networks and Games" .........c.ooeeereees Elisa Bienenstock, ejb@leland.stanford.edu
"Cognition and social BEEWOREE" ...« s do s vis snion Kathleen Carley & Evelien Zeggelink,

carley+ centro.soar.cs.cmu.edu
E.P.H.Zeggelink@ppsw.rug.nl

“Networks and virtual organizations” ....... Noshir S. Contractor, nosh @ux6.cso.uiuc.edu
"Social capital and its measurements” . ...... Alain Degenne, Michel Forse, Tom Snijders,
& Henk Fla

Degenne @criuc.unicaen.fr

"Blockmodels” ......ccoreerneriiasaisseietaionnene Pat Doreian, pitpat+@pitt.edu
"Gender, work, and networks" ............0 Bonnie Erickson, ericson@chass.utoronto.ca
"Methodology" .....coveenirainneiiianns Martin Everett, m.g.everett@greenwich.ac.uk
"Quality of network data” .............eoenen Anuska Ferligoj, anuska.ferligoj @uni-lj.si
"Exchanges in personal networks” .......... Alexis Ferrand, alexis.ferrand @univ-lillel.fr
"Statistical network models” ........... Ove Frank & Tom Snijders, ove.frank @stat.su.se
"Health care and social networks" ........ Jane Holschuh, HOLSCHUH @macc.wisc.edu
"Cohesion and Solidarity” ...............- Eugene C. Johnsen, johnsen@math.ucsb.edu
"Communication and exploration:
Issues in social network visualization” .. ... Patrick Kenis, Patrick.Kenis@uni-konstanz.de
"Organizational networks" ..........ccooenees David Krackhardt & Emmanuel Lazega
krack+ @andrew.cmu.egu
"Policy networks" . ... ..o Thomas Koenig, tkoenig @mzes.uni-mannheim.de
"Hierarchies in markets" ...........oooeeennn Alessandro Lomi, alx @economia.unibo.it
" Advances in the Study of Personal Networks B e b e s Chris McCarty, ufchris @ufl.edu
"Networks and Professions” . ............. Josep A. Rodriguez, jardiaz@riscd2.eco.ub.es

"The problem of institutions:

cooperation in exchange and evolution" ......... Thomas Schweizer & Douglas R. White
Thomas.Schweizer @UNI-KOELN.DE

"Social capital in post COMMUAISIM" . .ooovvernenrnerrerses Endre Sik, sik@tarki.hu

"Evolution of Social Networks" Frans N. Stokman & P. Doreian, F.N.Stokman @ppsw.rug.nl

PR e AR I e g
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1998 Social Networks Conference in Barcelona 7

"Social support networks" . ........oooeen Theo van Tilburg, TilburgTGvan@scw.vu.nl
\ "Diffusion of Innovations" ..........ccocoeiienn Thomas W. Valente, tvalente @jhu.edu
"Computer Networks and Social Networks" .. Barry Wellman, wellman@chass.utoronto.ca
A panel discussion will be held with the title
"“Whither Social Networks?" . .......cooovvrrernnees Steve Borgatti, borgatts@bc.edu
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

The keynote speaker is prof. Rolf Ziegler of the University of Munich. His address will be given
at Thursday, 7 p.m.

THE SETTING

The Conference will be held in Sitges, the most charismatic and cosmopolitan coastal area of
the Catalan region. It is close to Barcelona (about 20 minutes away) and the international airport.

The Hotel MELIA GRAN SITGES offers 307 rooms with sea views and satellite T.V. The hotel
has an excellent fitness centre including muscle fitness, cardio-vascular fitness, heated pool,
sauna, steam bath, UVA lamps, hair styling and massage. More hotel information can be found
at the web site hgp:!!www.solmglia.csfdirectoriofmsitgesf isitges.html

NETWORK ANALYSIS WORKSHOPS

Four workshops are held on Wednesday, May 27 (the first three starting early Wednesday
morning).

A. Josep A. Rodriguez and Jose Luis Molina:
Fl analisis de redes en Espana y Latinoamerica.

Esta jornada se divide en dos partes. En la sesion de la manyana se analizaran investigaciones
realizadas en los ambitos de:

* redes inter-organizaciones,
* redes intraorganizacionales,
* capital social.

Estas investigaciones se presentaran en forma de taller de forma que sea posible una
participacion activa. La sesion de la tarde se reserva a las contribuciones en castellano que
investigadores de diferentes disciplinas estan llevando a cabo en el campe del analisis

de redes sociales en Espanya e Iberoamerica.
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