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nomic activities (Toffler, 1987). In contrast to that the political regional actors still think and act –
due to their function – primarily locally and in administrative limits.

Globalization is connected with a loss of the spatial pattern of places. According to Manuel Castells
this is a result of a “new logic of space”, he labels “space of flows” (1996, 378). This logic includes
analogous to the “Panta Rhei” of Heraclit the connotation of space of flows; in postmodernism it
replaces the old logic of space of places. An space or spaces of flows form the material basis of pro-
cesses and functions of the communication and information society; three levels are to be differen-
tiated (ibid., 412ff):

(1) Circuit of electronic impulses: micro-electronics, computerization, telecommunication,
satellite-aided mass communication and high-speed transportation are the material basis
of the flowing space. They produce networks in which no place exists by itself since the
positions are defined by flows. Places do not disappear but their logic and their meaning
become absorbed in the network.

(2) Network of nodes and hubs: The space of flows consists of the network of decision-making
elites of global economy and the global financial system having its location in the global
cities. Beyond these the continental, national and regional economies have their own
nodes that connect to the global economy based on the logic of communication technol-
ogies.

(3) Global organization of dominant managerial elites: In the communication and informa-
tion society the dominant elites are in their networks and relations cosmopolitan. The
space of power of elites is projected throughout the world, while people’s life and exper-
ience is rooted in places.

Anthony Giddens remarked that globalization is not primarily a phenomenon of the formation of a
world system as described by Immanuel Wallerstein (compare 1979). It is as well not a continua-
tion of the geographical expansion of capitalism of the West but as a consequence of the emergence
of instantaneous global communication and the global spread of mass transportation it has to be
considered as transformation of space and time (Giddens 1997, 23). As consequence of this devel-
opment it is forecasted that local and regional contexts will be reordered, local communities will be
uprooted and there will be a tendency that local and regional customs and practices will be dis-
solved. The regional actor networks are affected by that, as existing structural patterns decompose
and new regional profiles may form. The results is a dynamic of tensions: The one group with a
globally extending context of action will establish its identity in expanding chains of relations and
the others will stay in spatially limited relations in the regional context. 

Giddens formulates: The big companies influence new forms of social and economic regionaliza-
tion, but they are not necessarily the main agents involved. Changing patterns of regionalization
respond to wider aspects of globalization or, more accurately, to shifting relations of the local and
the global. As elsewhere, processes of regionalization are dialectical, many pre-existing local com-
munities disintegrate or become substantially restructured, but these self-same changes also pro-
mote local communal mobilization (1997, 130f.).

Richard Sennett argued in a similar way when he introduced the term “flexible capitalism". Its main
concept is “to act in a flexible way, to be open for short-term changes, to take risks and to become
less dependent on rules and formal procedures" (Sennett 1998, 10). Social bonds elementarily de-
velop out of a feeling of mutual dependency; but according to the standards of the new order of
flexible capitalism dependencies are avoided. According to Sennett these changed framework con-
ditions will have far-reaching impacts on the character of the individual. As the character of an
individual depends on his or her connections to the world, traditional traits of character such as
loyalty, mutual obligation, the pursuit of long-term targets or the postponement of satisfaction for
the sake of future purposes are successively undermined by the new framework of flexible capital-
ism. With the loss of traits of character the individual will start to drift (ibid., 36). Just as in every
day life of the at present pursued flexibility paradigm companies close down or merge and jobs


















































